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Upcoming Events 

* January 15th - No school for Martin 

Luther King Day 

* January 20th - Heights day for Warrior 

basketball in LCSC gym at 2:00PM 

* January 25th - 5th grade band concert 

in Heights gym at 7:00PM 

* January 26th - Spirit Day/ Patriotic Day 

* January 30th - Path to math night in 

Heights gym at 6:00PM 

 



 

Dear Heights Families, 

The mission of the staff at Heights Elementary School is to offer each student opportunities to makeé  
 

 

 

 

 

We are proud of our use of student mediators to assist students in using conflict resolution at school as a part of Best Choices above.  You can 

also use the Conflict Mediation Process to help with Family Problem Solving: 

 

Say, ñLetôs try a new way to resolve this conflict.ò Or ñWe are going to use Conflict Mediation to resolve this conflict.ò 

Move away from the scene of the conflict 

Give the rules of Conflict Mediation 

¶ Donôt interrupt 

¶ No name calling or put-downs 

¶ Tell the truth 

¶ Work to solve the problem 

 

No physical fighting 

Ask each child: 

ñWould you please describe the problem?ò 

Restate what the child has said. 

Ask the child, ñHow do you feel about the situation?ò 

Discuss the problem: 

ñWhat else can you tell me about this?ò 

ñHas this ever happened before?ò 

 

Find Solutions: 

Ask each child for possible solutions and help them reach an agreement. 

If they cannot agree, try these steps. 

¶ Ask the children, ñWhat will happen if you donôt solve the problem?ò 

¶ BRAINSTORM: if children are unable to find a solution and agree on one. 

¶ SUGGEST OPTIONS (two or three) if brainstorming doesnôt work. 

Congratulate the children for reaching agreement. 

 

Thanks for your help in making Heights the best place for kids! 

 

Have a great month, 

Mrs. Ogden 

ogdens@csdk12.org 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 



 

 

No School 

There will be no school on January 15th for 

Martin Luther King Day. Please have a safe 

three day weekend! 

 

 

Path To Math Night 

 

Please join us in the Heights gym at 6:00pm on January 30th for our Path To Math night. All 

grades are following a new set of curriculum for math. We will be displaying examples and 

showing the math curriculum that we have been working on in class. This event can answer 

any questions that you might have about the math that your child is learning. We hope that the 

information we share will allow you to help your students with their math when they are home 

doing homework and have questions. You will be able to see the progression through out the 

grades, as well as the progression in each grade/class. Hope to see you all there! 
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Dear Magic ñCò Bunny: 

Iôve started to notice that letters can be different sizes.  I know it all has something to do with the lines on the paper, 
but it gets sort of confusing.  Can you help me sort this out?  

~Struggling with Size Sorting 

  

Dear Struggling: 

I agree with you, figuring out what size to make your letters can get confusing.  The great part is that the lines on the 
paper really help you sort it out once you know a few clues. When you wonder about what size to make each letter, you 
need to become a Letter Detective!  I am an expert letter detective, and would love to teach you some of my Letter De-
tective tricks. As a Letter Detective, it is very important to look for clues around you. Some of the best clues 
about letter size are in every classroom, letter strips!  Your teacher put those clues on the wall to help you, and they like 
to see you use them. Most of the time, your teacher will let you have letter strips on your desk for even more clues, just 
ask!  Here are some more important letter detective clues:  there are three letter sizes-TALL, small, and descending. 

 

1. TALL letters stretch all the way from the top line to the bottom line. All upper case letters, all numbers, and some 
lower case letters are tall, these are a few of them: 

 

 

2. Small letters stay between the middle line and the bottom line. These lower case letters are small: 

 

 

3. Then there are descending letters.  ñDescendò means ñto move or come downò.  So, descending letters have a part 
that goes down below that bottom line. There are just a few lower case letters that ñdescendò: 

 

 

Now you are a Letter Detective!  Practice your new Letter Detective skills by figuring out whether letters are TALL, 
small, or descending all around you.  Look at your name, your parentsô names, your teacherôs name, and the words in 
your favorite books.  Have fun being a Letter Detective! 

~ Magic ñCò Bunny 



 

Hawks Gazette Ê 
(The Student Column) 

 Dear Hawks families, 

Hello from the Hawks Gazette Ê committee. We are here to bring you comics, entertain-

ment, news, and much more. Starting next month we will have our own student column 

with comics in the newsletter. In each edition we will feature at least one comic or more. 

The comic for next month will be called ñIôm Not Sure Yetò by the students listed below. 

The sneak peak for next months comic is on the next page. Happy ñlateò Holidays from 

the Hawks Gazette Ê board committee.  

 

Kyler L. Zellerhoff 

Edition Chief 

Jonson B. 

Vice Edition in Chief 

Nick Carpenter 

Comic Idea Maker     

Kam J. Forsmann 

Orator 

 

Jesse E. DeLane 

Vice Supervisor (Kid) 

Nathan J. Ledgerwood 

Supervisor (Kid) 



Watch D.O.G.S  

Dads, there are lots of dates still available for Watch 

D.O.G.S! If you are interested in participating in our 

Watch D.O.G program please call Connie in the office at 

509-758-8180.  
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Music 

Musical Concerts: 

Second / Third Grade - February 13th in CHS auditorium 

Fourth Grade - February 28th in CHS auditorium 

Band: 

Fifth Grade Band Concert - January 25th in Heights gym 

Sixth Grade Mass Band Concert - May 17th in CHS auditorium 

 

** ALL CONCERTS START AT 7:00PM. STUDENTS SHOULD ARRIVE BE-

TWEEN 6:30PM AND 6:45PM ** 

  

PTA 

ITòS OFFICAL! All of our playground equipment is installed and being played on! 
Thank you to all who participate in the Hawkathon which helps us reach goals like 
these. Our next General PTA meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 10th at 6pm 

in the cafeteria. We hope to see you there! 
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Kindergarten - Ms. Gonzales & Mrs. Call 
 
 
Big math ideas for January include: 

¶ Counting numbers forward and backwards 

¶ Counting each object one time in sequence (one-to-one to correspondence) 

¶ The last number counted represents the total amount of objects as well as the smaller 
quantities within the larger total  

¶ Number can indicate a position in a series (eg. 2 is 2nd) 

¶ Number lines can be used to solve addition and subtraction problems 

 
 

 

Students are learning to write to informational pieces. They will pick a topic that they know 
lots about and share their expertise! We will practice introductions and conclusions and add 
details with our pictures and words. 

 

The reading comprehension strategy is asking and answering questions about a text. As you 
read at home, use question words as you discuss books. We put the question words on our 
hand to help us remember. 

 

 



First Grade - Mrs. Leavitt & Mrs. Gettys 

Language Arts: 

¶ Final-e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds 
¶ Responding to prompts 

 
Social Studies: 

¶ Friendship Lesson (How to be a guest) 
 

Math: 

¶ How to show a part-part whole model to solve story problems, using bar models with labels 
and number sentences to match the story  

¶  Missing addend addition  
¶ Combinations of 10 
¶ Roll and Record: Rolling two dice. Adding them together by: saying the bigger number and 

counting on the smaller one. Then writing an equation. 6+4 
 
Writing: 

¶ Adding more details to our stories 
¶ Adding an opening and closing 
¶ Adding adjectives 
¶ Transition or temporal words (First, next, then, lastΧΧΦ 
¶ Closure in a paragraph  
¶ Adding drawings to match the story 
 
Math: 

Students have been working on situations with two parts, like having a story with girls and boys. 
This is called a part-whole problem or story. The girls are one part of the story and boys are 



Third Grade - Ms. Benson & Mrs. Graham 

Third Graders are working hard to learn main idea and detail text structure. After Christmas va-
cation, students will use this structure to write an opinion essay. 

 

In math, we are learning how to use bar models and number lines to learn and represent frac-
tions. Students have learned about denominators, numerators, equivalent fractions ,and how to 
order fractions by unit size.   

 

During reading, we are learning about Martin Luther King Jr. and the contributions he made to 
our country. We are working on main events, inferring character traits, and how to cite the text 
to support our inferences.  

 

Students are also building towers in Science to work toward the new Science Standards that in-
clude technology, engineering ,and math.  

 

Second Grade -  Mrs. Aeling & Mrs. Ledgerwood 

Math: We are working on solving for the missing part of an equation. Students are required to 
draw a model representing the situation, write an equation, and solve the problem using a bar 
model or a number line. 

 

Writing: Students are learning to express their opinions. They need to state their opinion, sup-
ply reasons that support their opinion, use linking words to connect their opinion and reasons, 
and provide a concluding statement. 

 

Reading: Students are working on making inferences and using text evidence to support their 
ideas. Students are showing an increase in their reading fluency. Great Job!   

 

*On January 30th at 6:00pm, we would like to invite you to a Path to Math Night. As this 
event gets closer we will send out a reminder with details. 

 

Have a Happy New Year from Second Grade! 

Mrs. Ledgerwood & Mrs. Aeling  



Fifth Grade -  Mrs. Daniel, Ms. Drew, and Mrs. Skelton 

 

Welcome Back!  We hope you had an enjoyable Winter Break and are refreshed and ready for a 
New Year! At the end of this month, Heights 5th graders will be displaying the learning that we 
have been doing in math at our Path to Math night. We hope you will join us for an informative 
evening that will answer some questions you may have about our new math curriculum as well as 
see the progression of learning that is taking place from kindergarten through 6th grade. This 
event is January 30th from 6-7 in the Heights gym. We hope to see you there. 

 

Mrs. Daniel, Mrs. Drew, & Mrs. Skelton 

 

Fourth Grade -  Mr. Anderson, Mrs. Huff & Mrs. Mattoon 

 

In reading, we are reading Because of Winn Dixie and collecting, interpreting, and applying 
(C.I.A.) what we read. Students worked together to identify the Authorôs Message/Authorôs 
Theme, which is a life lesson we can take away from the story. Through collaboration and text ev-
idence, the Authorôs Message was determined to be, ñListening to one another provides the oppor-
tunity to make friends.ò When we return from Christmas break we will begin reading Streams to 
the River, River to the Sea.  

 

All 4th grade classes are in Unit three in math, which focuses on finding equivalent fractions, add-
ing and subtracting fractions, adding and subtracting mixed numbers, and multiplying fractions by 
a whole number using models, decomposing strategies, and iterating fractions. 

  

In Science, we are learning about energy and motion. Students will be continuing to explore how 
energy makes things go, from powering vehicles to moving oneôs body. 

  

The writing emphasis for Trimester two is writing opinion pieces on topics or texts. Students must 
introduce a topic clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure, while providing 
reasons that are supported by facts and details.  



Sixth Grade - Mrs. Hobson, Mrs. Eacret & Mrs. Lower 

 

 

 

 

Teacher  Reading  Writing  Math  

Science 

or So-

cial 

Studies  
          

Eacret  

We are learning 
about the Great 
Depression in 
Children of the 

Dust BowlȢ 
6th grade students 
are working on 
the revision pro-
cess while writ-
ing informative 
and narrative es-

saysȢ 

All 6th grade stu-
dents are dividing 
fractions by creat-
ing a bar model 
and explaining it 
using the lan-
guage of division. 

We are studying 
human body sys-
tems and how to 
interpret data. 

  

Hobson  

We are getting 
ready to start our 
mystery book, The 

Westing GameȢ 

We are studying 
ancient Chinese 

societyȢ 

Lower  

We are interpret-
ing key phrases to 
help find the 
theme of The 

Westing GameȢ 

We are studying 

ancient RomeȢ 

  
        

How Parents 

Can Help at 

Home  

Set aside time to 
read at home each 
night. This is 
homework for 6th 
graders, but more 
importantly, helps 
create a positive 
lifelong habit. 

Ask your child to 
recount their day 
at school instead 
of asking how it 
was. Using de-
scriptions every 
day helps build 
vocabulary and 
sentence varia-

tion. 

Cook with your 
child. Find a large 
recipe that needs 
to be divided to 
suit your family 
needs. Have your 
child find out how 
much of each in-
gredient is needed 
for your new reci-

peȢ 

Ask your child 
how he or she 
thinks our science 
or social studies 
class work applies 
to our lives. Prac-
ticing making 
connections helps 
build civic en-
gagement and 
community 

awarenessȢ 



 

Lost and Found Donated to Local Charities 

 

 

Each month 2-4 garbage bags of coats, sweatshirts, sweaters, and other 
clothing items are donated from our schoolôs lost and found. We keep our 
lost and found in the cafeteria. During the last week of the month we set 

up a table in the front hall to give students and families a last chance to find lost items. On the 
last day of the month, the items will be donated. In order to help students find their lost 
itemséplease: 

¶ Label items with your childôs name. 

¶ Encourage your child to check for lost items in the cafeteria 

¶ Stop in during the last week of the month to double check for missing items. 

 

Parent/Teacher Conference Survey 

 

The Clarkston School District is determining what is the most effective method for 
parent/teacher conferences each fall. Currently, the school district holds parent/teacher 
conferences over five (5) school days typically the second week of October. These days 
are half day school days in the mornings with conferences in the afternoon. The district 
is working to determine if three (3) full day conferences in the fall would be more ef-
fective. We value your input and feedback. Please complete this brief survey to let us 

know your thoughts. 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/ts8wPLpkucwv93sf2  
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